
St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands
American soil, US dollars, and no beach you can walk to. Plan the transport before you

plan the day.

Facts checked against official sources on 24 September 2026

Getting ashore Ships dock at one of two piers

Havensight The West Indian Company dock, east side of Charlotte

Amalie harbour, the island's busiest. Havensight Mall is

right there.

Crown Bay The Austin "Babe" Monsanto Marine Terminal, west side, run

by the Virgin Islands Port Authority. Two berths take Oasis-

class ships. Crown Bay Center is at the pier.

Currency and language US dollars and English. Most US phone plans work without

roaming.

Getting into town, and the walking disagreement
Princess publishes that downtown is about a 15-minute walk from Havensight. Celebrity

publishes that neither pier "is close enough to provide an easy walk between the ship and

downtown." Both are official cruise line pages and they contradict each other, so take a taxi

if walking is at all uncertain for you.

Taxis, and the fare you cannot look up
Rates are set by the Virgin Islands Taxicab Commission and approved by the Legislature,

and fares are charged by zone, often per person in the open-air safari taxis. But no official

body publishes the passenger fare table online. The Port Authority's own advice is the

practical one: "Confirm your rates before getting into your taxi." The VI Taxi Association is

on 1-340-774-4550.

Magens Bay
The beach most people come for, 10 to 15 minutes by road from Charlotte Amalie. The

Magens Bay Authority publishes admission at $7 per non-resident, $2 parking, and

children under 12 free, open every day 7am to 5:30pm. The tourism board's page says 8am

to 5pm, so allow for the difference. Facilities include restrooms, showers, picnic areas, a

restaurant and bar, lifeguards, and chair, umbrella and snorkel rental. Taxis wait at the

beach for the trip back.



Paradise Point Skyride
Directly across from the Havensight pier, about a ten-minute walk. Published prices are

$34.95 adult and $24.95 child, usually opening at 9am on ship days, with the last tram

down an hour after closing. Their own FAQ answers the accessibility question plainly: "No,

unfortunately, we are not handicap accessible."

Not published anywhere official: any taxi fare from the piers, the distance from

either pier to town, terminal Wi-Fi or restrooms, wheelchair-accessible taxis, and beach

wheelchair booking at Magens Bay. The territory runs an ADA paratransit service,

VITRAN Plus, but it requires an application and assessment, so it is not a visitor option.

Where these facts come from
Magens Bay Authority, passes and hours (https://magensbayauthority.org/passes/)

Magens Bay Authority, FAQs (https://magensbayauthority.org/faqs/)

Visit USVI, Magens Bay (https://www.visitusvi.com/experience/magens-bay-beach/)

Virgin Islands Port Authority, Crown Bay terminal (https://www.viport.com/austin-babe-monsanto-marine-termin

a)

Virgin Islands Port Authority, ground transport (https://www.viport.com/airport-parking-groundtransport)

West Indian Company (Havensight) (https://wico-ltd.com/about/)

Paradise Point Skyride, FAQ (https://www.paradisepointvi.com/faq)

Celebrity Cruises, Charlotte Amalie (https://www.celebritycruises.com/ports/charlotte-amalie)

Princess Cruises, St. Thomas port guide (https://www.princess.com/blog/st-thomas-cruise-port)

Ports change their rules and their prices. Check the official pages above before you sail.

About the "I" on this page. AI Cruise Granny is the AI twin of Cruise Granny, a real human

being who actually sails. Every experience written here in the first person is hers. The AI twin

is what writes it up, checks the facts against official sources and keeps it current. We tell you

that openly on every page, because you should know who is talking to you. More about how

this works.
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